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"We pledge to thoroughly and 
immediately review and study 
each of the issues that impact 

the price of milk paid to 
producers in order to determine 

and facilitate needed changes 
that may be required to reach 

our stated purpose of producer 
profitability, for now and in the 

future." 
 
 
 
Tuesday National Calls:  
8 PM East – 5 PM West 
Live Calls:  
(712)775-7035 
Recorded Calls: 
(712)775-7039 
Pin: 330090# 
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Why $13 Milk? 

Why $13 milk? Look at the facts: 

A) Butter exports in January 2016 were 74% below 2014. 
B) Cheese exports in January 2016 were 31% below 2014. 
C) Whole milk powder exports in January 2016 were 169% below 2014. 
D) The Total Value of dairy exports in January 2016 was 38% below 2014. 

 
U.S. dairy farmers will continue to die under the ball and chain of supply and demand UNLESS 
enough cows are culled to balance the milk supply with profitable domestic demand. 

 

Every U.S. Dairy Farmer Should Know the Following: 

1. The market wants the volume of milk that it wants and no more. Dairy farmers who 
ignore this principle will continue to be harshly punished by low price. The market place 
will deliver a profitable price to the dairy farmer only when the milk supply is balanced 
with profitable demand. 
 

2. The U.S. government bureaucrats and politicians will not and cannot create politically 
dictated profitability for the dairy farmer.  

 
3. The existing co-op management have eliminated most co-op benefit for the dairy farmer 

owner member and have turned the co-ops into dairy food corporate manufactures or 
sellers of milk to dairy food corporate manufactures – both of which are dedicated to 
obtaining the cheapest inputs (milk) possible.   

 
4. Consumers prefer and will even pay more for dairy products marketed with NDPO’s 100% 

USA Milk Trademark. 
 

5. The preservation of as many of our remaining dairy farmer’s as possible will happen only 
if and when the NDPO’s goals are achieved:  
(a) Balancing the milk supply with profitable demand by culling a few cows; 
(b) Replacing the management of dairy farmer owned co-ops who do not achieve 

sustainable profitability for the dairy farmer owner member; 
(c) Increasing the demand for U.S. made milk through NDPO’s 100% USA Milk 

Trademark. 
 

6. If the remaining dairy farmers fail to achieve NDPO’s stated goals, it’s every dairy farmer 
competing in the market against every other dairy farmer down to the last dairy farmer 
standing and the loss of our national milk producing infrastructure.  
 
 
Bob Krucker 
NDPO Board Member 
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Opposed Settlement Agreement
As Seen on the Progressive Dairymen Website 

 
 

Northeast U.S. dairy farmers have until April 29 to submit written comments on a revised settlement agreement in a six-year-old milk marketing class-
action antitrust lawsuit. This letter expresses opposition to the settlement. 

Editor’s note: 
A revised settlement agreement in a six-year-old northeast U.S. milk marketing class-action antitrust lawsuit (Allen v. Dairy Farmers of America, Inc.) 
was sent to dairy farmers in March. 
Read Northeast milk marketing antitrust lawsuit settlement agreement revised 
Read Northeast antitrust lawsuit plaintiff urges settlement, by Alice H. Allen 
Farmers have until April 29 to submit written comments on the settlement agreement, and a “fairness hearing” will be held on May 13, in the U.S. 
District Court for the District of Vermont. 

Mike Eby, with the National Dairy Producers Organization, submitted the following letter opposing the settlement agreement. 

--- 

Peter and Marilyn Southway, newly appointed plaintiff class representatives in the Northeast Dairy Farmers of America (DFA) and Dairy Marketing 
Services (DMS) class action, make one excellent suggestion in a letter they have been distributing in favor of the proposed settlement in that 
case…that dairy farmers should “carefully study” the agreement prior to reaching their own decisions. 

Yes, study the injunctive aspects of the settlement the Southways outline that will supposedly “improve the future of our dairy market.” 

• Study the full-supply agreement provisions. You’ll learn that they are temporary and do not apply to existing agreements. 

• Study the milk testing provisions. You’ll learn these are temporary, too. And you’ll have to know in advance which three samples per year to 
question. 

• Study the new DFA advisory council and farmer ombudsperson positions. Again, temporary. And you’ll learn these positions have no binding 
authority on DFA, they only make suggestions. Confidentiality requirements of these positions prevent any whistle-blowing capabilities on behalf of 
farmers. You’ll learn that the ombudsperson is not charged with “advocating for farmers,” but has a more neutral specified responsibility of “facilitating 
the resolution of individual complaints” with a goal statement of “promoting fairness.” 

• Study the source of compensation for these new positions. It’s not the settlement, it’s DFA. Who will they answer to? 

• Study the farmer transparency provision. You’ll learn that the request for release of “critical” and “telling” documents cannot come from farmers, but 
must come from the subclass counsel in order to prevent opposition by DFA. And like all the other conduct provisions, this one’s temporary, too. 

• Study the release and covenant not to sue. Research the California and South Dakota laws mentioned. You’ll learn that a waiver of these may 
prevent your participation in any future claims against DFA. 

• Study your right to voice opposition to this settlement and still collect your $4,000 average payment should it be approved. What is the function of a 
“hearing” if not to hear from both sides? The “opt out” provision is not new to this settlement. But it is just as impractical as ever for an individual 
farmer with limited resources and access to information. 

While you’re studying, you may also learn how the settlement provides for substantial incentive awards to subclass representatives. 

After all that studying, you will be well-equipped to decide who are the dissenters spreading misinformation to further their own interests, and who is 
calling out with clarity what has been intentionally hidden within the settlement to allow DFA to return to business as usual ASAP. The choice is yours 
to make. 

National Dairy Producers Organization is proud to be a nationwide group empowering fellow dairy farmers with information to act on their own to 
change the industry for their benefit. To this end, NDPO encourages you to study the likelihood of this settlement to affect the dire milk marketing 
conditions in the region caused by DFA’s management, and achieve a profitable future. If you, like many other Northeast dairymen, have your doubts 
and believe that true relief can only be found at a jury trial, NDPO has provided a convenient method to voice opposition by filling out and returning 
the last page of their current newsletter. 

Whether or not this settlement will provide lasting market improvement, one thing is for certain … the lawyers win $17 million in DFA member equity 
either way if it is approved. 

Mike Eby 
NDPO Chairman of the Board 
 
National Dairy Producers Organization PD 

 
 
 
[Reprinted with Permission from Progressive Dairymen Website, March 15, 2016] 

Opposed Settlement Agreement  
As Seen on the Progressive Dairymen Website      
 



 
Please complete this application to become a member 

 

NATIONAL DAIRY PRODUCERS ORGANIZATION, INC.  
Membership/Assessment Application for 

The National Dairy Producers Organization, Inc.  
Patron Name Patron/Producer Number   

    
Address   If organic, check here 

    
City State Zip # of Acres 

    
Phone Email Address  # of Cows 

    
Processor Name/Dairy Plant/Marketer Name  Phone  

    
Address    

    
City State Zip  

    
 

Under National Dairy Producers Organization, Inc. bylaws, your contribution is considered your membership dues. The 
dues cannot be raised without your consent. This agreement gives the National Dairy Producers Organization, Inc. 
permission to use your money to accomplish the specific work of the organization, under direction of the board of 
directors on behalf of its members so as to help all dairy producers achieve and maintain a profitable price for all milk 
regardless of its use, or the city, state or region of the country in which milk is produced. 

 
Complete, sign, then mail or fax to: National Dairy Producers Organization  

C/O Gary Genske, Treasurer 
1835 Newport Blvd., STE. D-263  

Costa Mesa, CA 92627  
Phone: 949-650-9580 Fax: 949-650-4490 

 
Please initial one of the following: 

 
1) ____________ I hereby authorize $.01 (one cent) per hundredweight (CWT) plus $20 per month assessments to be 

withheld from my monthly milk settlement payment and remitted to the National Dairy Producers Organization, 
Inc. at the above address, or  

 
2) ____________ I pledge payment of $.01 (one cent) per hundredweight (CWT) plus $20 per month to be paid 

by our dairy check and remitted to the National Dairy Producers Organization, Inc. at the above address, or  
 

3) ____________ I am a former dairy farmer and want to be a member of the National Dairy Producers Organization, 
Inc. and hereby pledge payment of $80 for the annual membership dues to be remitted to the above address.  

 
As of this date, this assessment request shall become effective and shall supersede prior National Dairy Producer Organization, Inc. 

assessments, if any 
 
 
 

Sign:________________________________________________ Effective Date: ________________  
The National Dairy Producers Organization, Inc. is a 501(C)(5), a not for profit organization 



Vermont Class Action Lawsuit Update 
As hear on Dairyline with Mike Eby 
 
 
Dairyline: Mike, NDPO is a national organization with producers all across the country, but you are focusing on Vermont this month. 
 
Mike: Thanks for having me on; we are a national producer organization and represent dairy producers and seek their best interest, as well as show by example 
how to take back control of our milk processing cooperatives. I wanted to bring everyone up to speed on the class action lawsuit involving DFA and DMS. We as 
class members have been following what’s been going on in the Northeast. It has proceeded to the point where class council has proposed a settlement to the 
judge seeking preliminary approval. The judge has set a hearing date, of May 13th. This case in particular was an anti–trust issue and has been six years in the 
making. 
 
Dairyline: How long is this going to drag on? 
 
Mike: As a class member, I believe that this should go to trial. We would then be able to hold accountable the actions of the cooperatives – that we feel have 
internally wronged their own dairy farmer members. So, this is the third time that the settlement has being proposed. The settlement hasn’t really changed from 
the first time it was submitted. There were a few alterations to potentially make us happy as dairy producers, throwing in a few extra things. But the money 
amount really hasn’t changed. It started out at $50 million, and it continues today at $50 million. That comes down to about $4000.00 per farmer, if 8,000 farmers 
would submit claims.  
 
Dairyline: Which is not much? 
 
Mike: Well, you figure the case started in December of 2002. So in that window, $4000.00 doesn’t come anywhere close to sustained losses that we as dairy 
producers have faced because of the defendants alleged actions. 
 
Dairyline: It will be interesting to see where this all ends up in Vermont? 
 
Mike: It is the NDPO’s desire that all 9000 dairy farmers within the NE educate themselves and take a position on this very important issue. If not for yourself, do 
it for the next generation.  
 
Dairyline: Mike Eby is a Pennsylvania dairy producer and chairman of the National Dairy Producers Organization. More info at 
www.NationalDairyProducersOrganization.com 
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Vermont Court Class Represented Dairy Farmers 
Let your voice be heard! Only one signature required!  
See inside!  
 

Dairy Farmers Need to Recognize Two Basic Facts:

	 (1)	When	the	milk	supply	exceeds	profitable	demand	the	price	paid	for	milk	will	probably	be	less	than	what	it		
	 					costs	to	make	the	milk

	 (2)	Balancing	the	milk	supply	with	profitable	demand	is	the	only	way	most	will	receive	a	profitable	price	for	milk.
 
Without	understanding	these	basic	facts	most	dairy	farmers	will	continue	to	suffer	losses	because	of	the	ability	of	the	
U.S.	dairy	farmer	to	increase	the	supply	of	milk	is	far	greater	than	anyone’s	ability	to	increase	the	profitable	demand	for	
the	milk.

Dairy	farmers	can	control	what	milk	they	make	and	the	price	they	get.	No one	is	going	to	fix	the	dairy	farmer	problem	
but	the	dairy	farmer.	Dairy	farmers	need	to	stop	looking	to	others	to	solve	the	problem	of	their	own	making	–	one	only	
they	can	fix.

The	milk	market	will	eventually	pare	down	prices	until	only	the	few	largest	producers	can	stay	in	business	–	UNLESS 
the	remaining	dairy	farmers	join	together	with	NDPO	and	create	a	different	outcome.

My Banker Gets it

We	presently	have	increasing	milk	production,	decreasing	culling	and	$13/cwt	milk.

How	about	decreasing	milk	production,	increasing	culling	and	$24/cwt	milk?

My	banker	says	it’s	a	no	brainer	–	even	dairy	farmers	should	get	it!


